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What'll You Have, 
Rocky? Why, 
Blue Ribbon, 
Of Course! 



By Tom Dowling 

Star-News Staff Writer 

It is the Central Intelligence Agency’s role in life to 
spy on people. As new countries kept popping up after 
World War II, the CIA expanded to keep tabs on them. 
Soon there were no countries left— other than the 
United States. Naturally, the CIA went to work. After 
all, spying is like any other growth industry: The need 
to penetrate new markets becomes compulsive. 

It is Nelson Rockefeller’s role in life to head up blue- 
ribbon commissions to look into things. He began with 
a comparatively modest commission to look into for- 
eign aid for the Truman administration. That one only 
lasted two years. But bigger blue-ribbon commissions 
lurked on the horizon. Ike assigned Rocky to take a 
look-see at government efficiency. That commission 
ran from 1953 to ’58 submitting a total of 14 govern- 
ment reorganization plans, the most prominent of 
which created the Department of Health, Education 
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and Welfare — widely hailed since its inception as the 
most unmanageable organization in the whole world. 

STILL, blue-ribboning, like spying, becomes a 
habit, a kind of obsessiona, hunt for new and more 
dangerous quarry. So, having run out of free govern- 
ment commissions to head, Rocky founded his own 
personal commission to look into critical choices for 
America. Having footed the bill, he expected big 
things from this blue-ribbon panel — though not, 
apparently, anything as lowly as the vice-presidency. 
Ah well, none of Rocky's commissions has been per- 
fect. 

Rockefeller and the CIA — the biggest looker-into in 
America and the biggest thing worth looking into in _ 
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America. Here was a natural, a mlarriage made in 
heaven, like Holmes and Moriarity, Batman and the 
Penguin, James Bond and SMERSH. Except, of 
course, there’d be no Conan Doyle, Bob Kane or Ian 
Fleming to tilt the scales for justice. This time Rocky 
would have to do it on his own, without any forgivable 
loans for his gun-bearers. 

Not that this is enough to deter a man hooked on 
Blue ribbons. Indeed, Rockefeller is already on the 
phone conducting what his press secretary calls a 
“talent hunt” for a commission staff. This maneuver 
is for Rocky what visiting Abercrombie, and Fitch to 
buy an elephant gun and a pith-helmet is for a bit- 
game hunter. 

And Rockefeller’s quarry? Well, the CIA is already 
retreating deep into the jungle, depositing false 
spoors, setting snares, shedding paperwork faster 
than CREEP. 

See DOWLING, C-2 




Continued from C-1 

SOME ARGUE, that 
tracking the CIA with a 
blue-ribbon safari of CIA 
- boosters • and amateur 
hunters, at that — sug- 
gests a preordained white- 
wash. Why shouldn't Jerry 
Ford himself lead the ex- 



But this solution is per- 
haps more simplistic than ; 
it would appear. I; or one 
' thing, the bureaucrats at 
the CIA are, the 
government-wide masters 



mate. Jerry was too dumb 
to reognize his own peril, it 
was said. 

But Jerry is smart 
enough to know a better 
mouse-trap when he sees 



P ^ — " ■ , - 

Especially since as presi- 
dent he -can tell: his CIA 
employes to come clean, 
lest he appoint a special 
prosecuter to acquaint 
them with the tender 
mercies of John Sirica’s 
judicial temperament. 



of the "Who me?” shrug ) one — especially when it's 
, and blank look, backed up baited with theone delica- < 
by -filing cabinets . filled cy Rocky can't .resist: A 
with -e ncoded, uniniti a te d : b l u e-ri b bon •commission , 
documents written in The upshot is that Rocky is ‘ 
invisible^ iqk. Their life- gearing up- to- hunt the 
style lays primary stress most elusive prey in the 
... on duplicity,, deniability, , most impenetrable Jungle 
the Cheshire cat fade-out. ; in town — arid with Ronald 
Nor would a straight x Reagan creeping along 
order from Ford demand- one step to the rear, 
ing the CIA to confess all They’ve got three 



make the best use of 
Rockefeller’s known abil- 
ities. No, far better to send 
Rocky off to trudge into' 
the trackless wilderness 
with his band of blue-rib- 
bon hunters and hired gun- 
boys. No matter that they 
know not what they are 
hunting, whether the beast 
is to be brought out dead or 
alive, ’or even, given their 
backgrounds, whether the 
CIA is a trophy worth bag- 
ging at all. The lack of 
;;such information has 
. never hindered Rockefel- 
/ !cr in the past, ric-t th riien- 
tion his No. 1 Bwaria, Rea- 
gan the Great White 
Hunter of California. 



months to bring their re- 
port out alive. Which, as l 
calculate it, makes April 
Fool’s Day their .target 
date for delivery. They’ll 
probably make it, killing 
at least two birds with one 
stone. ■ , 



THERE IS an old calyp- 
so song that advises: 
Always marry a woman 
uglier than you. Jerry 
Ford was said to ; have 
ignored this principle in 
making Rocky his help- 




